ARE YOU THE PASTOR?

By
Scott Parker

I. INTRODUCTORY MATTERS:

A. "Are you the pastor?" is a question that | am frequently asked when non-Christians visit our assembly

of the saints.
B. Sadly the above question has also been asked of me by those who claim to be members of the church.
C.A similar question when people Il earn that | preac
D. These questions are well intentioned, but misinformed.

1. Most people are not aware of the Biblical use of the word "pastor."

2. Indeed, most "pastors" today are not even qualified to be a pastor in the Biblical sense.

3. If we desire to use Bible words in Bible ways, then we would do well to consider the proper meaning

”

anduse ofthewor d “ pastor.

II. “ PASTOR” DEFI NED

A. The English word "pastor" is found only one time in the New Testament (Ephesians 4:11).

1. Many are surprised to |earn this since the word
2. Yes, it seems nearly everyone in church leadershipisa“ past or ” +sh gossehe disdpns
of the world (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:19-20).
B. The Greek werdrt ha tsfroth g ramis |{phivném)d
1. Thiswordl i t er al | y medaarfeeder ohsheep whethee literal or figurative.”
2. The English word "shepherd" is found seventeen (17) times in the New Testament.
3. In Ephesians 4:11, pastors are those who tend to sheep in a metaphorical sense; i.e. the pastors

(shepherds) in this passage shepherd Christians.

I11. THE POSITION DESCRIBED:
A. The pastors or shepherds in the NT church were alsocalled“ el der s” of i ndividual
1. Compare Acts 20:28 with Acts 20:17.
2. This indicates that the role of shepherding was the service committed to elders.
@“Elder”™ is transl| atmeple o Fofperpecsgpb i Geeeoek) wor d,

(b) This term denotes an older man who is spiritually mature.
(c) To be an elder he must, of course, meet the qualifications laid out in the New Testament.
3. Sothen, we have seen that theterms “ E|l der , ” “Pastor,hB” “Shepherd” a
B. Pastors are seen to have the duty of overseeing the work of the church; i.e. they make sure the church
stays in line with scripture (Acts 20:28). Look up theterm: émi o Kk o(&p i s k o Fhis ®rn is also
transl at ed &Emothyp3:2saaimdagaih in Titas 1:7.



IV. WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED SO FAR:

A. We cannot let men definewh o i &astaof p”

B.I1f we are t oaskthorw whso vae “rppust go to God for answer
C. Having done so we have seen..

1. One who is a pastor is also an elder.

2. One who is an elder is also an overseer.

3. One who is a pastor/elder/overseer is also a bishop.

V.*" THE PASDOR™" T THI NK SO!

A.The term “The Pastor” is wunscriptural in that it

B. The New Testament also reveals that there was always a plurality of elders/overseers/
shepherds/pastors in a congregation (Acts 14:23; Act 15:4; Acts 20:17).

1. There was never just one pastor in a congregation.

2. There was always at least two.

3. No doubt this serves to prevent “one-man rule” over a congregation.

V1. WHO MAY SEVRE AS A PASTOR/ ELDER/ OVERSEER/ BISHOP?
A. The qualifications for elder-bishop-pastor are found in two places in the New Testament.
1. 1 Timothy 3:1-7
2. Titus 1:5-9
B. Note some of the things that these passages teach that an elder-bishop-pastor MUST BE:

1. Aman.
2. The husband of one wife (i.e., a married man).
3. A father of faithful children.

C. Such qualifications rule out:
l. Single "pastors.”’
2. Childless “pastors.”
3. Pastors without faithful children.

4. Female“ pastors.”

VIl. CONCLUDING REMARKS:

A. In light of who pastors are, it becomesveryappar ent that many who cl aim t

pastors in the Biblical sense of the word.
B. | am a preacher of the gospel.

C. lam not one of, what at least must be, two pastors overseeing and shepherding a local church.



