Concerning the Name Lutheran

C.F.W. Walther

Translated by Mark Nispel
From: Der Lutheraner v. 1, pp. 2-4, 5-7, 9-12.
June, 1994

“I ask that my name be left silent and people not call themselves Lutheran, but rather Christians. Who is
Luther? The doctrine is not mine. | have been crucified for no one. St. Paul in 1 Cor. 3:4-5 would not suffer
that the Christians should call themselves of Paul or of Peter, but Christian. How should |, a poor stinking

bag of worms, become so that the children of Christ are named with my unholy name? It should not be

dear friends. Let us extinguish all factious names and be called Christians whose doctrine we have. The
pope's men rightly have a factious name because they are not satisfied with the doctrine and name of
Christ and want to be with the pope, who is their master. | have not been and will not be a master.”



