
 

 

 

 

 

 

LYING ALL AROUND THE CASKET 
 

I have been to my fair share of funerals where the one who had died was either not a Christian or an apostate 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ōƻŘȅΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ L ŀƳ ǎŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƭǎŜƘƻƻŘs were spewed 
ōȅ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀǘƛƴƎΦέ  L ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
kinds of points were made clearly; i.e. that ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ άōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ  Folks, if one has died 
unfaithful to the Lord thaǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ άōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜέ όMark 16:15-16; 2 Timothy 2:11-13). 
 

bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ   Unless the Lord returns before you or I take our 
final breath, we are going to die (Hebrews 9:27).  The same applies for all ǿƘƻ άƭƛǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴέ 
(Ecclesiastes 12:1-7).    
 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΥ  ƻnly bona-fide Christians can expect to be blessed in death (Revelation 14:13).  If 
one is ŀ ά{ahέ ό{ǳƴŘŀȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ hƴƭȅύ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ we cannot expect anything good ς no, we have nothing to 
look forward to.  Most reject this idea and, thus, offer false comfort at funerals ς emoting falsehood after 
falsehood and telling lie after lie to all who will listen.   What a sad scenario.   
 

However, there is a way to ensure that people do not have to lie at our respective funerals.  Yes, we can do 
our part to see to it that no lying is done around our caskets.  The way to stave off άfuneral parlor liesέ is by 
genuinely striving to walk upon the narrow road to glory (Colossians 1:9-10; 2:5-7).  If we will pay the price 
now, then and only then, will folks be able to honestly say of me or you after we die:  
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƛƎƘǘέ ό2 Timothy 4:7). 
 

ü άIƛǎκƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ Ǝŀƛƴέ όPhilippians 1:21). 
 

ü άIƛǎκƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎέ όPsalm 116:15). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƴƻǿέ όPhilippians 1:23). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǳǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ to followέ όPhilippians 2:15). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŘŜŀǘƘέ (Revelation 2:10). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŜŘέ όLuke 16:19-25). 
 

ü άWŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘέ όJohn 15:14). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ό2 Timothy 4:7-8). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘέ όŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ - 2 Chronicles 21:16-20). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳέ ό2 Peter 1:5-11). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŝŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ όRevelation 2:7). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƘǳǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘέ (Revelation 2:11). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ōƭƻǘǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ (Revelation 3:5). 
 

ü άHeκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘέ όMatthew 5:10-12). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜέ ό2 Peter 1:4). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴέ όRevelation 7:17). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜέ όLuke 16:27-28). 
 

ü άIŜκǎƘŜ ƛǎ ōŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘέ όRomans 2:6-8). 
 

Do you really want people lying at your funeral?  If not, do something about it. 
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