PLAIN SPEECH

Volume 1 ¥ilssue 26 %213 April 2008
! qquzs,jtqgqz,ijtmj,aq,tmEq, ¢cot,t{] g8, aCor. gl2s5 ~

By Scott Parker

A MAN STOOD UP TO PREACH

Pretendville church of Christ had all sorts of problems ¢ problems well known by many faithful Christians
throughout the c2 dzy (i NB & ¢ KS St RSNE ¢S pBwasiaginy GodiskdL Wisdiplide tvad ¢
not LINJ Od A OS R dversityE waa lieidg pricyiced Swith regard to morality and doctrine. Many false
concepts regarding marriage, divorce, and remarriage were taking root in the congregation. The group gave
wholesale approval to neo-institutionalism. In short, their candlestick had been removed (Revelation 2:5).

Well, not wanting to buck tradition, Pretendville church of Christ scheduled a preacher to host a spring gospel
meeting. The preacher was well known and held in the highest of esteem by many saints. He was a polished
speaker. He had been to Pretendville on other occasions. He always had the most captivating PowerPoint
presentations. He was a wonderful storyteller. The youth loved him. Visitors loved Him.

Well, after making all of the arrangements the BNP (big name preacher) came to town. He never knocked

upon a single door in the community the whole week he was in Pretendville. He had no studies with the
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download. It reads as follows:
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2. & 2 KD& Local Congregations Not Fund Orphan Homes?¢

3. @ 2 KigDenominationalism Sinful?é
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5. dls Water Baptism Essential for Salvation?¢

Let me ask you question: are these types of lessons (minus the fluff) profitable? Yea verily! However, let me
ask you another question: are they what Pretendville needed? Well, how about it? The answer is obviously a
NEB & 2 dzyNel4 yHatdid they need lessons on?
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Preachers need to preach what people need to hear, not what pleases people (2 Timothy 4:1-5). May all who
stand up to preach each Sunday remember this! Preacher, listen up now: how can you stare Ezekiel 3:18 in
the face and still tell jokes, weave fascinating stories, and emote colorful illustrations pieced together with
mere allusions to a few Scriptures? Why not try going back to gospel preaching? That is all that is authorized.
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non-institutional issues. They never did bring in a piano. They never did accept denominationalism. But, you
know what? Joe Goodspeaker and his cronies never told them what they needed to hear. As aresult: they
never had their hearts pricked, they never did repent, and thus, they never did get their candlestick back.
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