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By Scott Parker

...AND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG!

[ SGQa 3tdas Ghristiady, weliare not immune framfairly prejudging peoplelt doeshappen Let me illustrate:

e Sometimesne decide ahead of time who,iand who is nata viable candidate to try and set up a Bible study
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type of person who would be interested

e Sometimesve decide ahead of time who mighind who might not, accept an invitation to an assembly of the
arAyidao AL AY S L K$hewoul@riewaok g ty attanGféF G KAY 1Ay 3Y a

¢ Sometimesve decide ahead of timevho will, and who will not, change when presented with the facts. | have
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Other illustrations coulatertainly be cited. Now listen, | am in no way suggesting that we should not make righteous
judgments about people, for we musiofin 7:24; Matthew 7:16; 1 John 4:1). What lam saying is this: when we form
judgments about people, and decide as judge pmg against their willingness to conform to the truthefore we reach
out to them with said truth, we are sinnindpfin 7:240 ©® 2 K| (thatdomdithdsRe viodld be wrong.

e Consider Abram. He lived in the metropolis of Hagancity in Mesoptamia Genesis 11:31; Acts 7:2). Had we
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behind him so as to sojourn in a strange E&MdND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! (Hebrews 11:8-10).

e Consider Moses. He was powerful in Egppty7:220 ® Il FR a2YS8S 2F dza o0 Sefeidi KS
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the Almighty¥ XND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! (Hebrews 11:24-27).

e Considera water drawer. Sheas aworldly woman (ohn 4:15-18). A Samaritamo less(vs. 7). Some of us
likely would have looked upon harith scorn John 4:90 @ 2 S YAIKOG THsIpighg podidgdultuirdd) S R
woman wouldnever care about spiritual thingSXND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! (John 4:19-30; 39-42).

e Consider Simon the Zealot. The zealots made up a militant group that was determined to rid Palestine of th
Romans by any means necessary. Weé&n K| @S SifichwiBnévieryacceptia message Wve your
enemie® | YR Wadz YA {2xXNpiwkv@®ult dBveRS&WNERONG KLuikei6:1$15)Q

e ConsideliZacchaeus. He was a chief tax collectoké 19:2). He was richilfid). Tax cdéctors were notorious
for fleecing folkslke 3:12-130 @ 2S YAIAKG KIFI@PS RSRdAzOSRY G¢KSNE A
f SINYy |0o2dzi WSadzo £ KNG WEQrbUNIBASE BEEN dvabizll (LUke A 9:360)A V' A Y 3

e ConsiderSimonthe Sorcerer He was a charlataddts 8:9, 11). He was known for boastingots 8:9). Would
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braggart will never give up his parlor tricks and obeyghspet XND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! (Acts 8:13).

e ConsideliSimon Peter He intentionally denied the Lord three times in a rdatthew 26:69-75). Had we been
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the kingdong XND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! (Acts 2:14-41).

e ConsiderSaul of TarsusHe was a PhariseBh{lippians 3:5). He stood happily by as a Christian was murdered
(Acts 7:54-60; 22:20). He wasted the churchGélatians 1:13). He compelled Christians to blaspheme
(Acts 26:11). He shut up saints in prisoficgs 26:10). What if we had been alive in those days? What would we
KIS (K2dAaAK(G 27F { | T wan is b radidal $adigh&d idNdbsiutelyyh@ way he would ever
become a Christign AN WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! (Acts 9:17-20).

How many people are still on the broad way becausehave decidedi K i G KSe& gAff ySOSNI F2
unfair, premature judging.




