
 

 

 

 

 

 

…AND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! 
 

[ŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŘƳƛǘ it:  as Christians, we are not immune from unfairly prejudging people.  It does happen.  Let me illustrate:   
 

 Sometimes we decide ahead of time who is, and who is not, a viable candidate to try and set up a Bible study 
ǿƛǘƘΦ  IŜȅΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ άI sure would like to talk to that fellow about his ǎƻǳƭΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
type of person who would be interestedΦέ 
 

 Sometimes we decide ahead of time who might, and who might not, accept an invitation to an assembly of the 
ǎŀƛƴǘǎΦ  !ƎŀƛƴΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΥ  άShe would never be willing to attendΦέ 

 

 Sometimes we decide ahead of time who will, and who will not, change when presented with the facts.  I have 
ǎŀƛŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ άI will ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨLǎǎǳŜ ·¸½Ω ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ 

 

Other illustrations could certainly be cited.  Now listen, I am in no way suggesting that we should not make righteous 
judgments about people, for we must (John 7:24; Matthew 7:16; 1 John 4:1).  What I am saying is this:  when we form 
judgments about people, and decide as judge and jury against their willingness to conform to the truth, before we reach 
out to them with said truth, we are sinning (John 7:24ύΦ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ that sometimes we would be wrong.     
 

 Consider Abram.  He lived in the metropolis of Haran ς a city in Mesopotamia (Genesis 11:31; Acts 7:2).  Had we 
ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƳΥ  άHe will never be willing to leave all that is convenient and familiar 
behind him so as to sojourn in a strange landέΧ AND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! (Hebrews 11:8-10). 
 

 Consider Moses.  He was powerful in Egypt (Acts 7:22ύΦ  IŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ  άThere is 
ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΤ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ 
the AlmightyέΧAND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! (Hebrews 11:24-27). 
 

 Consider a water drawer.  She was a worldly woman (John 4:15-18).  A Samaritan, no less (vs. 7).  Some of us 
likely would have looked upon her with scorn (John 4:9ύΦ  ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŜŘΣ άThis pitiful, poorly cultured 
woman would never care about spiritual thingsέΧAND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG!  (John 4:19-30; 39-42). 

 

 Consider Simon the Zealot.  The zealots made up a militant group that was determined to rid Palestine of the 
Romans by any means necessary.  We mŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΥ  άSimon will never accept a message of Ψlove your 
enemiesΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜΩέΧAND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG!  (Luke 6:13-15).     

 

 Consider Zacchaeus.  He was a chief tax collector (Luke 19:2).  He was rich (ibid).  Tax collectors were notorious 
for fleecing folks (Luke 3:12-13ύΦ  ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŘǳŎŜŘΥ  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΦ  !ƭƭ ƘŜ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻŎƪŜǘǎέΧAND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG!  (Luke 19:3-9). 

 

 Consider Simon the Sorcerer.  He was a charlatan (Acts 8:9, 11).  He was known for boasting (Acts 8:9).  Would 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ {ƛƳƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŎŀƭƭΚ  [ƛƪŜƭȅΦ  ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΥ  άThat 
braggart will never give up his parlor tricks and obey the gospelέΧAND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG!  (Acts 8:13). 

 

 Consider Simon Peter.  He intentionally denied the Lord three times in a row (Matthew 26:69-75).  Had we been 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ  άThat lousy, good for nothing Peter will never be of any use in 
the kingdomέΧAND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG!  (Acts 2:14-41). 

 

 Consider Saul of Tarsus.  He was a Pharisee (Philippians 3:5).  He stood happily by as a Christian was murdered 
(Acts 7:54-60; 22:20).  He wasted the church (Galatians 1:13).  He compelled Christians to blaspheme                    
(Acts 26:11).  He shut up saints in prison (Acts 26:10).  What if we had been alive in those days?  What would we 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ {ŀǳƭΚ  L Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ǳǎ ƴƻǿΥ  άThis man is a radical sadist; there is absolutely no way he would ever 
become a Christianέ ΧAND WE WOULD HAVE BEEN WRONG! (Acts 9:17-20). 

 

How many people are still on the broad way because we have decided ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ ƛǘΚ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǇ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
unfair, premature judging.   
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