WHY DID DEATH COME KNOCKING FOR...?

Two Foolish Sons — Lev. 10:1-2

“And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and
offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured
them, and they died before the LORD.”

A Covetous Man & His Family — Josh. 7:10-25

“And the LORD said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Israel hath sinned, and they have also
transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and
dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff. Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their
enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they were accursed. neither will I be with you any more, except ye
destroy the accursed from among you. Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow: for thus saith the
LORD God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye
take away the accursed thing from among you. In the morning therefore ye shall be brought according to your tribes: and it shall
be, that the tribe which the LORD taketh shall come according to the families thereof; and the family which the LORD shall take
shall come by households, and the household which the LORD shall take shall come man by man. And it shall be, that he that is
taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the covenant of the
LORD, and because he hath wrought folly in Israel. So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel by their tribes;
and the tribe of Judah was taken: And he brought the family of Judah, and he took the family of the Zarhites: and he brought the
family of the Zarhites man by man, and Zabdi was taken: And he brought his household man by man; and Achan, the son of
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray
thee, glory to the LORD God of Israel, and make confession unto him,; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me.
And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done:
When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels
weight, then I coveted them, and took them,; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it.
So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the silver under it. And they took
them out of the midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the
LORD. And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold,
and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought
them unto the valley of Achor. And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel
stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones.”

A Man with Good Intentions — 1 Ch. 13:6-10

“And David went up, and all Israel, to Baalah, that is, to Kirjathjearim, which belonged to Judah, to bring up thence the ark of
God the LORD, that dwelleth between the cherubims, whose name is called on it. And they carried the ark of God in a new cart
out of the house of Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio drave the cart. And David and all Israel played before God with all their might,
and with singing, and with harps, and with psalteries, and with timbrels, and with cymbals, and with trumpets. And when they
came unto the threshingfloor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark; for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the
LORD was kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, because he put his hand to the ark: and there he died before God.”

A Duped Man of God — 1 Kgs. 13:20-24

“And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back: And he
cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of
the LORD, and hast not kept the commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee, But camest back, and hast eaten
bread and drunk water in the place, of the which the LORD did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water, thy carcase shall
not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers. And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled
for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back. And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew
him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.”

Death “came knocking” for these individuals because they did that which was UNAUTHORIZED by God.

Question: If God worked this way today, how many who claim to be sound in the faith would still be standing?



